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FORTHCOMING FIXTURES  

OCTOBER  

31  Exeter   A 

NOVEMBER 

3    Newport  H 

14  Cheltenham H 

21  Crawley  A 

24  Tranmere  A 

DECEMBER 

1    Salford   H 

5    Bradford  A 

12  Stevenage  H 

15  Mansfield  H 

19  Forest Green A 

26  Bolton   H 

29  Harrogate  A 

JANUARY 

2   Walsall   A 

9   Leyton Orient H 

16  Mansfield  A 

23  Forest Green H 

26  Newport  A 

30  Exeter   H 

 

 

FEBRUARY  

6   Cheltenham  A 

13  Crawley  H 

20  Salford  A 

23  Tranmere  H 

27  Oldham  H 

MARCH 

2   Colchester  A 

6   Morecambe  A 

9   Grimsby  H 

13  Bradford  H 

20  Stevenage  A 

27  Cambridge  H 

APRIL 

2   Southend  A 

5   Scunthorpe  H 

10  Barrow  A 

17  Port Vale  H 

20  Bolton   A 

24  Harrogate  H 

MAY 

1   Leyton Orient A 

8   Walsall   H 
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JOIN THE LONDON BRANCH TODAY! 

The London Branch welcomes all Carlisle United supporters living in 

exile.   Membership means that you’ll get your personal copy of HTB! along 

with Virtual Hit the Bar! the invaluable e-mail bulletin.   With no early pro-

spect of attending live matches and meeting up pre-match, you ‘ll get news of 

our special programme of virtual events, including matchday experiences, 

Q&A sessions with CUFC officials, players and former players and most of all,  

keeping you in touch with fellow branch members. 

Visit: www.carlislelondonbranch.org for details 

Join: online at www.carlislelondonbranch.org/join/online/  

Contact:  Peter Smithson, Great Gable, Sheephouse Road, Maidenhead,   SL6 

8HB or call  07979 700 275 

http://www.carlislelondonbranch.org
http://www.carlislelondonbranch.org/join/online/
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WELCOME TO HTB 313!   
 
Let’s start by congratulating Chris 

Beech and his team for their per-

formances and results over recent 

weeks.  

Given the challenges that the club 

and the players face at the mo-

ment, they’ve given us something 

positive to watch on TV while we 

are still prevented from giving 

them our support in person. 

 

Staying with the positives, HTB! 313 reports the virtual events we’ve already held 

and the way that we are using these strange times to enhance our dialogue with 

staff at Brunton Park. Special thanks there to Nigel Clibbens and Andy Hall for 

their time and contributions at our recent AGM. 

The pages that follow contain various opinions on the continuing ban on attend-

ing matches, on the associated impact on club incomes and on the proposals for 

channelling  money from the Premier League into the EFL.  Along with the uncer-

tainties arising from events at EWM,  the club along with many others at our level 

faces a genuine existential threat.  To their credit, through Nigel Clibbens the club 

has explained what is happening as events unfolded and has been very honoura-

ble in the way it has dealt with season ticket holders.  Let’s make sure that these 

improved relationships continue when we all get ’back to normal’.  

If you’ve not yet visited our matchday Virtual Pub, give it a try. The host is geni-

al, you’ll always find a place to sit, there’s no queue at the bar and the food is just 

like home.  Details are contained in each Virtual HTB! so look out for that. 

We are able to watch games live on I-follow. Remember that the club does gen-

erate some much needed income from that, so please give it a try. That said, It 



 

                  Page 6  

all does make me realise that the match itself is only one component of an ‘away-

day’ and how much of the day is about meeting and chatting to branch members, 

visiting grounds familiar and unfamiliar and about being part of a community of 

supporters.   

You may have spotted that the front cover boasts that HTB! is: 

“The longest running  UK football fanzine in continuous print circulation”. 

This follows my letter in ‘When Saturday Comes’ 401 where I noted the history of 

HTB! before claiming that honour and challenging anyone with a counter-claim to 

write in.  My own research had indicated that our sole competition was  ‘Gunflash’, 

the fanzine of the Arsenal London Supporters’ Club, founded in 1949 but that this 

failed the ‘continuous’ test (according to the arsenalhistory.com website) because;  

“In the early 1980’s the Club suffered financial issues and ‘Gunflash’ disappeared for 

the 1985-86 season”.  This brought one letter, from an Arsenal fan in WSC 403 

claiming to have eight issues of ‘Gunflash’ for season 85-86, so I’m assuming the 

website records the wrong Gunflash-free season.  

 

Into the real world of League Two, my letter led to an email from John Watmough, 

a former editor of ‘City Gent’, the Bradford City fanzine. This started life as 

'Supporters' News' produced for an independent travel club (City Travel '73) which 

organised trips to City away games, with ‘City Gent’ itself first appearing in Novem-

ber 1984.  Thanks to John for getting in touch and I look forward to meeting up 

when the world gets better. 

 

This led me to re-read Ian Jardine’s authoritative 2009 celebration of HTB!, pub-

lished to mark issue 250.  This introduces us to Alistair ‘Spearchucker’ Blackett, the 

man who changed the history of the Universe at a committee meeting by sug-

gesting that the ‘CUSC London Branch Newsletter’ which had been in print since 

1974 when the branch was founded, be re-named Hit the Bar! This was agreed, 

with issue 129 in November 1993 the first to bear the new name. This does of 

course take us into ’Trigger’s Broom’ territory  and means that my claim and those 

of others with the same sort of history probably needs to be followed by (Probably), 

but for the time being at least, it won’t be! 

Up the Blues and stay distantly safe  

 JOHN B 
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 Welcome to my first column in HTB as 

Chair of the Carlisle United Support-

ers Club London Branch.  This will be a 

long one as it is my first, but I promise 

to make future ones shorter.  

We are in a strange place football 

wise, branch wise, nation wise and 

personally and yet, as ever, the Lon-

don Branch and its members have 

looked to adapt to whatever circum-

stances have thrown at us. 

I have been conducting a review of 

the branch activities for the last few 

months and in talking to members I 

have become optimistic about our 

future as a branch. On the whole most 

members approve of the activities we 

already do whether it is meeting pubs, 

ticket distribution, VHTB or sponsor-

ship of the club and Cumbrian charities 

but they also seem very open to the 

changes that we are going to need.  

Improved Communications and an 

Online Presence 

Very quickly in the review process I 

was reminded of the quote from Mick 

Mitchell in the 1990s – avid Carlisle fan 

and one of the very first Sky Sports 

reporters that had to get their jottings 

into the “hot presses”  “There are only 

a few of us, but we are everywhere”. 

There are nearly 300 LB members and 

while many are in the South East 

there are members from Texas to 

Hong Kong and Cornwall to Dundee 

and an ever growing group in Cumbria 

as the first LB members retire there. 

One thing that became obvious early 

days, partly because of the review and 
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also because of the Covid situation, 

was that we had to look for new ways 

to communicate with all of our mem-

bers over and above our popular VHTB 

(read by 65% of our members) and our 

fanzine, Hit The Bar (downloaded by 

55% on the electronic version despite 

75 copies sent out hard copy and oth-

ers collected at games). 

We have been using social media tools 

for some time with Howard Atkinson 

getting us on whatsapp for the sum-

mer trip for 45 travellers a couple of 

years ago. Since March all of our com-

mittee meetings have  been on a varie-

ty of platforms including Facebook, 

webex and finally buying a profession-

al version of Zoom to avoid the securi-

ty issues aimed against their free 

platform. 

The review is ongoing, but with little 

prospect of away games allowing 

spectators and not even home games 

possible for months, we have already 

moved seriously online with zoom 

with some great work from Jamie 

Grubb and Simon Clarkson. 

There is the matchday pub (https://

zoom.us/j/7286019415  you enter a 

waiting room and the doorman will let 

you in) “Hit The Virtual Bar” where 

members can gather pre-match, half 

time and full time to moan, argue and 

celebrate. You can even go into break 

out rooms to chat privately with a few 

friends. Away games we usually get 

Andy Hall (club media officer) and his 

assistant Amy Nixon joining us for 10-

15 minutes to update us with club and 

team matters. 

 We have started a series of on line 

events for members such as the re-

cent Q&A with one our sponsored 

players, goal keeper Magnus Norman – 

what a great guy (despite his howler at 

Sunderland). There are many more 

members events to come and Nigel 

Clibbens and Andy Hall have confirmed 

that they will look to arrange sessions 

with anyone from the club that we 

request that are possible so get your 

requests coming in. infor-

mation@cusclb.com or chair-

man@cusclb.com  

We are running on line events for all 

Carlisle fans . The first of these was on 

October 13th when we welcomed local 

journalist, Jon Colman discussing his 

new book “Bolts from the Blues” – his 

collection of the most important goals 

https://zoom.us/j/7286019415
https://zoom.us/j/7286019415
mailto:information@cusclb.com
mailto:information@cusclb.com
mailto:chairman@cusclb.com
mailto:chairman@cusclb.com
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in Carlisle’s history and the people 

who scored them. We were joined by 

Derek Asamohah, Chris Billy and Fran-

cois Zoko talking about their own 

“Bolts”. 

The AGM was delayed this year until 

October 1st and inevitably was online. I 

was delighted to see 24 members 

attending including members that I 

haven’t seen for a while like Robert in 

Dundee, Adam in Warrington and John 

in Chesterfield. The club CEO, Nigel 

Clibbens, joined us for a Q&A and I for 

one was surprised but delighted that 

he was passionate, angry and open 

about our club and the future in our 

current circumstances. His communi-

cations throughout the last few 

months have been excellent and while 

I will continue to criticise the club reg-

ularly when I believe they are wrong, I 

know that with Nigel we will always 

get a considered, honest and re-

spectful response.  

No need to worry if you prefer your 

hard copy of Hit The Bar, John Bow-

man – Editor and newly elected Infor-

mation Officer – Ken Hullock will en-

sure that this and the email VHTB will 

continue to the same high standards. 

Local interaction of members 

Another area from the review that was 

felt important was to get more region-

al interaction between members. Pe-

ter Smithson, membership secretary, 

will be getting in touch to ask permis-

sion for your details to be shared with 

other members. Please do respond 

positively to this as when we have per-

sonally introduced members to other 

members in their locality they have 

often become friends sharing a great 

matchday experience – which after all 

is the key reason for the branch. 

 

Committee Changes 

On committee matters, I am very dis-

appointed that we are losing Jamie 

Grubb as Information Officer as he 

wants to take a break after an excel-

lent but exhausting six years and also 

to pursue other interests. Jamie was 

the force behind the outstanding Jim-

my Glass and Bill Shankly tee shirts 

and campaigns, setting up events like 

the 40th anniversary celebrations 

alongside Ian Jardine and has been 

delivering your VHTB as well as looking 

after the committee. He will be a huge 

miss and I want to give him a huge 

thanks from me personally and from 

the branch. 

Luckily we have managed to secure 

Ken Hullock, who I am sure that most 

of you know, to take over as Infor-

mation Officer and it will be business 

as usual to the excellent standards 

that Ken has always delivered in his 

many roles within the branch. As I 
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write this, Ken’s first VHTB arriving has 

shown me how true that is. 

A very warm welcome to Terry 

McCarthy as he joins the committee 

as our CUSG representative. Terry has 

been very active within CUSG as their 

fundraising officer and helping organ-

ise events and within CUSCLB as our 

match ticket coordinator working 

alongside Matchday Organiser, Mike 

Carruthers, as well as giving valuable 

support in lots of other activities. 

A big thanks to Simon Clarkson, who 

was our Chair for 10 years, is current-

ly Chair of CUSG and who stepped in 

as Interim Chair of the branch when 

Ian Jardine resigned. Simon has relin-

quished his role as Chair but I am de-

lighted that he has agreed to continue 

as Vice Chair. 

I have rarely in my working life worked 

with such a great team as are our com-

mittee members and officers. In addi-

tion to those already mentioned there 

is Andrew Dobinson - Treasurer, Rich-

ard Perry – Asst Treasurer and Risk 

Officer, Paul Irving – Social Secretary, 

Jason Casey – Mascots and Cartoonist 

and Chris Tembey – Football Captain. I 

am looking forward to working with 

them this season. Other thanks must 

go to lots of members who support on 

an ad hoc or often continual basis. 

We are always looking for additional 

support so do get in touch if you think 

you can help especially if you have IT 

and/or social media skills. 

Grant giving and fundraising 

Talking of London Branch support, I 

am always amazed at how generous 

our members are in delivering funds to 

support our club and to various Cum-

brian charities. There is no doubt that 

both will be needing our support this 

season as the Covid effects continue to 

affect them badly. You can read else-

where about how we are spending 

your money. 

 

I was writing this prior to the Port 

Vale game and had said that hopeful-

ly it will be a play offs season (at the 

least) and maybe the chance to meet 

up at Wembley in person in the final 

and tonight, after the Port Vale game, 

we are sitting in 7th place after a good 

performance and players to come back 

from injury.  

Mind you, we have only played 5 

games, Morecambe are top and I nev-

er believe I have a feel for the season 

until 10 games have been played. 

Here’s hoping. 

Dave Brown  
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First, I think I should introduce my-

self as the new information officer 

for the branch, Ken Hullock. I will be 

doing the regular ‘Keep the Faith’ fea-

ture in Hit the Bar from now on and I 

hope you will enjoy reading what I 

have to say. I know that I have a hard 

act to follow. My predecessor Jamie 

Grubb gave sterling service to the 

branch and the football club in his 6 

years as information officer. There is a 

lot that I have to try and live up to. I 

hope, Jamie, that you have a good 

rest from branch work and that you 

return re-invigorated at some point in 

the near future. In the short term my 

aim is to keep things going as seam-

lessly as possible and then maybe 

look at how one or two areas can be 

improved. Any ideas or assistance in 

this task will be most welcome. 

Often in football, especially amongst 

supporters, pessimism can quickly 

give way to optimism and vice versa. 

The current pandemic has amplified 

these feelings. No sooner had we sup-

porters begun to get warm feelings 

for the future of our club than things 

come crashing back to earth with the 

curtailment of the season and the 

prospect of no more football for some 

time. Things get back up and running 

again, we are optimistic about the 

signings made and the prospect of 

being able to return to grounds is 

good with 1,000 diehards returning to 

Brunton Park, and then we come 

crashing down again with the news 

that  there was to be a pause in the 

trial games.  The Secretary of State for 

Culture Media and Sport then an-

nounced that it was unlikely that 



 

                  Page 12  

 

  

crowds would be back before March at 

the earliest. Grim times made grimmer. 

Of course this has massive implications 

for all of football and the finances of 

lower league clubs are particularly pre-

carious. There seems to be a consen-

sus amongst supporters of Carlisle 

United that the club has done ex-

tremely well in managing the crisis so 

far. The Club was fortunate to have 

received a substantial injection of mon-

ey just before the pandemic with pro-

ceeds from the sale of Jarrad 

Branthwaite. However, this football 

fortune will soon disappear with no 

money through the gates and the need 

to continue playing.  

The situation is particularly grim for 

those lower league clubs, and their 

supporters, that are almost wholly 

reliant on income from gate receipts 

to pay their way.  It’s one thing to sur-

vive during the closed season when 

players can be released, and those re-

tained, as well as support staff, put on 

furlough until the season was close to 

starting. However, to survive during the 

season when games are expected to be 

played, and players and other staff 

paid, is going to be difficult for all but 

the richest clubs, which at our level 

means those with wealthy owners who 

are prepared to put their hands in their 

pockets. It is going to be impossible 

without significant financial support 

from somewhere.   

Where is the necessary funding going 

to come from? The Government has 

made it clear that they expect the 

Premier League to support the EFL. 

Clearly the Premier League can afford 

to do it, having  just spent even more 

than last season on transfer fees. It was 

reported that Man Utd had offered £90 

million for Jadon Sancho.  It was also 

reported a couple of days ago that the 

opening offer of support for the EFL 

was £50 million; hardly sufficient to get 

72 EFL clubs through to March without 

spectators. The worry is, what are they 

going to demand in exchange for suffi-

cient financial support? There was a 

clue this morning when I looked on 

twitter and read a post from Four-

FourTwo magazine entitled 

‘Manchester City chief Ferran Soriano 

calls for restructure of football 

pyramid’. The chief executive of Man 

City called for a rethink and to consider 

the inclusion of B teams in the EFL; yes 

that old chestnut was bound to be back 

on the table. 

What can EFL clubs do? Nigel Clibbens 

made it clear when speaking to branch 

members at the AGM that in his view, 

Football League clubs should aim to be 

self-sufficient and not have to rely up-

on hand outs from the Premier League. 
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I am inclined to agree with him. I ac-

tually thought that EFL clubs should 

have looked to go it on their own 

when the Premier League demanded 

concessions from the smaller clubs 

on academies in exchange for finan-

cial support. This resulted in the sys-

tem now referred to as EPPP where 

the big boys can tempt young players 

away from EFL club academies with 

very little compensation. It has meant 

that the smaller clubs are increasingly 

reliant on the hand-outs from above. 

Now, with the pandemic, they have 

the clubs over a barrel. 

If our local community clubs are to 

stand on their own feet then they 

need the support of the community. 

That effectively means the supporters 

and, for exiles from Cumbria, one of 

the best ways to support the club in 

times like these is through the London 

Branch. The branch is always looking 

for ways to support the club so keep 

looking out for branch initiatives 

where you may be able to contribute. 

Your club needs you more than ever 

to keep the faith. 

Ken Hullock 
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. 

Sir, 

I am delighted to tell you that I have now volunteered my services as a 

Covid marshal. I shall be easily identifiable at Brunton Park in my high visi-

bility jacket where I will ensure that social distancing is maintained and the 

rabble are not within spitting distance of each other. I must say, this social 

distancing idea is a good one and should be kept on after this beastly covid 

nonsense. I have long been in favour of plebeian sections in football stadiums 

well away from myself and my good wife. It would certainly mean I did not 

have to keep explaining words she has not heard before, many of which re-

fer to the female anatomy and matters pertaining to. 

 My heart leapt at the cries of “Blue Army, Blue Army” reminding me of 

my military service. My chest still swells with pride whenever the navy do 

routine manoeuvres off the Falklands. Indeed, it was with some surprise 

that I learnt that we had a “balmy army” following the Cumbrians. Migra-

tion levels have obviously increased since I last ventured out of Gammon 

Towers to mix with the lower orders. I did not realise that there were 

enough BAME people in Cumbria to form an army. Nevertheless, I have 

always been in favour of more diversity as you know, so this must be a good 

thing. 

A chap asked me if I would be “taking the knee”. Well, after several bottles 

of the excellent Jimmy Glass beer I ended up spending the whole of the sec-

ond half on my knees looking for my pince nez spectacles. This did make me 

appreciate the new scoreboard so I could keep up with what was going on, 

although I do wish they would show something useful such as the result of 

the 3.30 at Doncaster when a fellow has money on a cert. 

Pip Pip 

From the desk of Lord Gammon of Diversityshire 
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BRANCH FUNDING UPDATE 

The last few weeks have been very 

busy with first a grant to improve the 

surrounds of the players tunnel area 

to add to our previous provision of 

the tunnel covering. The resulting 

tunnel and fascia board with branch 

logo and contact details looks excel-

lent. 

We sponsored all three goalkeepers – 

Magnus Norman, Paul Farman and 

Marcus Dewhurst with the strapline 

“Safe in London Branch hands”. 

After some debate we renewed our 2 

season tickets feeling that it may be 

the only way for some members to 

get into a game this season (who 

knows when) and it delivers money to 

the club when they need it. 

We were pleased to see the club in-

troducing a Golden Gamble promo-

tion for the period while fans are 

excluded from the ground. We pur-

chased 5 tickets per match while the 

promotion continues with any wins 

(£90 per match) put back into the pot 

for sponsoring the club. 

A request to sponsor the fixture list 

card was rejected as outside our fo-

cus. 

A reminder that we still have funds 

ringfenced to improve disabled facili-
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ties and also the proceeds of the sale of 

Jimmy Glass tee shirts waiting for the 

refurbishment of the new Glass Bar. 

Approval was given to covering the 

additional transport costs of the Ladies 

team. For the last few seasons the 

branch has sponsored two Ladies games 

and this seemed a more effective sup-

port given the current circumstances. 

I reported our virtual event for all Car-

lisle fans for Jon Colman’s book “Bolts 

from the Blues” in my Chairman’s 

Notes. Remember that you can order 

signed copies of the book direct from 

the publisher and that 20% of the book 

price will be donated to the charity 

that Jon’s share is going to – the NW 

Cumbria NHS Trust Covid Appeal. 

At the next committee meeting, we 

will be discussing a funding request 

from the community team at the club. 

We will also be looking at our policy of 

retaining 50% of our surplus as a contin-

gency with our treasurer recommend-

ing that we replace this with a set 

amount enabling additional funds to be 

released to funding requests that meet 

our criteria.  

Please do get in touch with 

me chairman@cusclb.com  if 

you have any comments or 

suggestions as to how we 

should use the money that 

you provide. 

David Brown 

Chair – CUSCLB 

07977 464060 
 

 

 

 

mailto:chair@cusclb.com
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“CARRY ON UP THE LEAGUE” 

While you’ve been spending the last 

few months jetting around the world, 

visiting Barnard Castle and meeting up 

with all your friends in pubs and bars 

around the country, spare a thought for 

Mike Kilner who has been locked down 

at home, keeping track of events at 

Brunton Park so you didn’t have to. 

  

Jul 29th (Wed) 

Former lightweight winger Andy Welsh 

is appointed as Phoenix club AFC Bury’s 

first Manager. 

 

Aug 1st (Fri) 

Despite a combined age of only 47, de-

fenders Anderton and Hayden will be 

taking on this season’s captain and vice

-captain duties following the departure 

of Ah-damn Collin and Herman Webster. 

 

With Neil Dalton now taking social dis-

tancing to its literal conclusion by join-

ing Aberdeen before his likely next 

move to the Faroe Islands, the club grab 

Ross Goodwin as their next magic 

sponge man. Goodwin held similar roles 

with Annan and Queen of the South 

before he moved to join SPL side Kilmar-

nock in the summer of 2017. 

 

Journeyman gloveman Steve Collis, he 

of 99 appearances in 18 seasons at 14 

different clubs, rocks up as United’s new 

keeper coach having finished his career 

at Rochdale while Beech was in-situ.  

 

Aug 3rd (Sun) 

Is it a bird? Is it a plane? NO, IT’S A 

WHOLE BUNCH O’ FREAKIN’ SUMMER 

SIGNINGS!! 

As rumoured, young former More-

cambe, Salford and Man Utd right-back 

George Tanner scribbles his way to a 

two-year deal. He feels he has some-

thing to prove (common theme klaxon 

alert). 

 

Next through the door – and probably 

having to bend down and walk sideways 

in order to get through it - is 28 year-old 

Rodney McDonald on a two-year deal. 

Hopefully they’ll be no clowning around 

at the back from the ex-Northampton, 

Coventry and Wombles centre-half.  
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Morecambe decide to take a punt on 33 

year-old Nat Knight-Percival on a one-

year deal. 

 

Aug 4th (Mon) 

With more than a passing resemblance 

to Reevesy, 27 year-old local Gretna boy 

Gavin Reilly joins on a one-year deal 

with an option. His formative years 

were spent at QoS, Hearts and a loan 

spell at Dunfermline. A prolific haul of 

22 goals in 44 appearances in 17/18 for 

St Mirren while firing them up to the 

Scottish Championship led to a move 

into English football with the Gasheads, 

where he scored four times in 16 starts. 

A loan move to Cheltenham in summer 

2019 yielded a further four goals in 21 

appearances at the end of which, Beech 

tried to sign him during the January win-

dow.  

 

There’s more welcome news later on in 

the day as young striker JJ Kayode re-

turns to United on a season-long loan 

from Rotherham after his 3 goals in 5 

games during an injury-hit loan spell in 

the new year.  

 

Gethin Jones completes his expected 

move elsewhere with big-spending Bol-

ton, who are throwing currency around 

like lottery winners under former Barra 

gaffer Ian Evatt. 

 

Aug 5th (Tue) 

Joe Riley becomes United’s fifth signing 

in 3 days as the 23 year-old attacking 

full-back or midfielder, who can play on 

either flank, joins on a one-year contract 

with the usual option. Another product 

of the Man Utd academy, Riley has been 

at Bradford City for the past two years 

without nailing down a place due to 

some bad luck with injuries.  

 

Aug 6th (Wed) 

Scottish under-19 international (but we 

won’t hold that against him) defender 

Jack Armer joins the club on a one-year 

deal (with an option) having been re-

leased by his hometown club Preston. 

Able to play as a left-sided centre half 

and as a left wing back, he sees his 

strength as being able to make forward 

forays and get crosses into the box. 

 

Soon following Armer is Beech’s latest 

intervention and the arrival 22 year-old 

Danny Devine on a two-year deal fol-

lowing his release from Bradford City. 

The defensive central midfield player’s 

strengths are described as a great en-

gine and work rate, everything you’d 

probably associate with Chris Billy in 

normal circumstances.  

 

Aug 7th (Thu) 

23 year-old, 6ft 5 Magnus Norman joins 

the Blues on a two-year deal. The Lon-
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don-born keeper/barricade had been 

with Fulham since the age of nine and 

seen loan action with Farnborough, 

Hayes & Yeading and Southport, where 

he played briefly under ex-Blue Andy 

Preece, before as you may have 

guessed, a rent-a-keeper spell with 

Rochdale. 

 

United are amongst the other League 

One and League Two clubs that vote for 

the implementation of new measures 

in place of the existing Salary Cost 

Management Protocols (SCMP), with 

fixed caps of £2.5million and £1.5mil-

lion respectively. The immediate impact 

on the Blues is of course, none at all 

with our team outgoings well below 

that.  

Out of the total loot bag, clubs will have 

to pay: 

 

• Basic Wages and Bonuses 

• Taxes 

• Image rights 

• Agents’ fees 

• Other fees and expenses paid directly 

or indirectly to all registered players 

including Cheese XL crisps and Under-

woods pop.  

 

Payments directly linked to a club’s pro-

gression in cup competitions or promo-

tion are excluded from the Cap, while 

any income generated from players go-

ing out on loan is deducted from the 

club’s Salary Cap calculation. 

 

Mad Dog Richard Keogh signs for MK 

Dons. The former defender hasn’t 

played since he sustained a serious knee 

injury in a car crash involving two of his 

Derby team-mates including former 

loanee Tom Lawrence last September. 

 

Aug 9th (Sun) 

Released by Preston back in June, for-

mer loan striker (using the term loosely) 

Conner Simpson decides to give the 

League of Ireland a craic with Cork City. 

His debut won’t be for a couple of 

weeks, quarantine rules being in place 

for anybody leaving the unsanitary, 

third-world conditions of Preston. 

 

The Devitt saga continues with the club 

rumoured to be in advanced talks with 

the jinking midfielder. 

 

Aug 10th (Mon) 

Season ticket details for the coming sea-

son are released by the club. Fans stand-

ing on the terraces and grousing will be 

managed into zones (Clibbens had just 

watched his ‘Hunger Games’ boxset) 

while for those sitting down and grum-

bling, all end of aisle seats will be una-

vailable, every other row of seats will be 

unavailable and there must be two va-

cant seats between each household, 
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family or Social Bubble.  

 

Season Ticket cost will be calculated on 

a pro-rata basis for the number of 

games fans can attend and £15.74 per 

adult per game for seating (£362 for the 

full season) and £13.26 per adult per 

game for terracing for example.  

 

Old boy James Chester completes a per-

manent move to Stoke City from Aston 

Villa. 

 

Aug 11th (Tue) 

FLEETWOOD XI (1) 4 CUFC XI (2) 2 – 

FRIENDLY 

Carlisle led twice in their first run out as 

a team since the lockdown in March. 

Alessandra and Mellish took their goals 

well in a strong first half showing against 

a team only playing recently in the end 

of season play-offs and sharper for it. 

The inevitable tiredness and changes 

helped a strong-looking Cod Army fea-

turing the likes of Ched Evans and Paddy 

Madden to finish strongly.  

One of the talking points was highly-

rated former loan goalkeeper Joe Fryer 

returning for the Blues on trial. The Mid-

dlesbrough man, who has battled back 

from the broken leg suffered in August 

2018 against Crewe, played the first 

hour and was inevitably a little shaky.  

Former Forest Green attacking winger 

Junior Mondal also featured as a second 

trialist for United. The 23 year-old came 

through Middlesbrough’s academy be-

fore signing for Whitby, where he drew 

the vegan’s attention by scoring a goal 

every other game. Last season he was in 

and out of the team although he per-

formed well in the FA Cup relay at 

Brunton Park. Armer, Hayden and Pat-

rick rested minor injury niggles while 

Callum Guy completed 60 minutes in his 

first game back after injury.  

 

United: Fryers (Norman 60), Tanner 

(Barnes 79), Anderton (Birch 60), Devine 

(Leslie 79), Hunt (Lightfoot 79), Mondal, 

Guy (Riley 60), Alessandra (Reilly 46), 

Mellish (Armstrong 60), McDonald (Day 

79), Kayode (Charters 46). 

 

Former Gaffer Paul Simpson joins the 

backroom team at Bristol City. Simmo 

had been at the FA as a national special-

ist coach in 2016 before taking charge of 

the Under-20s the following year and 

leading them on to a history-making 

World Cup victory in South Korea that 

summer. 

 

They’ll be dancing in the caravan parks 

of Stevenage following a reprieve as an 

independent panel kicks Macclesfield 

out of League Two.  
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Aug 13th (Thu) 

27 year-old left-sided attacker Brennan 

Dickenson flies in on a two-year deal 

having recently been released by losing 

play-off finalists Exeter. Known for his 

running and a rocket shot, his playing CV 

also includes Dorchester, Brighton, 

Chesterfield, Wimbledon, Northampton, 

Gillingham, Colchester and the MK Fran-

chise. 

 

The first day of sales to existing Season 

Ticket holders’ finishes with 800 sold 

after a day beset with difficulties getting 

through on the phone and IT servers 

going down for a time. 

 

Aug 14th (Fri) 

Saturday’s behind-closed-doors pre-

season friendly with Workington is can-

celled due to one of their players return-

ing a positive Covid-19 test. 

 

Former South Africa skipper Dean Fur-

man is training with the Blues after 

returning to the UK for personal reasons 

following five successful years at Super-

Sport United, which is probably not the 

catchiest name for an indie guitar band. 

Now 32, Furman had a brief spell with 

Chelsea and Rangers before going on to 

play over 200 games in the English 

League as high as Championship level 

with Bradford City, Oldham and Donny 

as well as racking up 56 international 

caps with the Saffas.  

 

No wonder he’s got a big smile on his 

face in the photo. Released left back 

Jack Iredale gets a two-year deal with 

United’s southern-based spare parts 

and second hand motor outfit, Cam-

bridge United.  

 

Aug 17th (Mon) 

Could it happen again? Kyle Dempsey 

decides his future lies at Gillingham for 

now. Just remember, it didn’t take 

Thomas too long to discover that the 

delights of shopping trolley-laden front 

gardens (and worse) and tail it up the 

M6 faster than you can say Lewis Hamil-

ton….. 

 

Aug 18th (Tue) 

GATESHEAD XI (0) 1 CUFC XI (1) 1 - 

FRIENDLY 

The lack of a cutting edge across the 

midfield was probably the main take 

home from United’s second friendly, 

one where we dominated possession 

without creating that many chances. 

Kayode, Tanner, Anderton and McDon-

ald came away with plus marks accord-

ing to those paying the home side for a 

live stream, Devine looked a good foot-

baller albeit rather lightweight for 

League Two, Mellish ran about like a 

dog in a park chasing a ball in the middle 

while technically coming up short, Reilly 
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was wasted out wide and Guy moved 

the ball too slowly. Kayode finished well 

about 12 yards out just past the half-

hour following a half-blocked cross and 

the Heed equalised with a well-taken 

speculative effort from outside the box. 

McDonald had a header from a set piece 

cleared off the line when we were 1-0 

up and apart from that, there wasn’t a 

great deal to worry either keeper.  

Norman’s pre-season is finished after his 

knee swells up badly after the game.  

 

United: Norman, Tanner, Anderton (c) 

(Barnes 89), Devine, Hayden (Hunt 60), 

Guy, Reilly (Armstrong 82), Mellish 

(Lightfoot 84), McDonald, Kayode 

(Alessandra 46), Dickenson (Charters 

60).  

 

31-year-old Stevenage and Lincoln 

goalkeeping legend Paul Farman is an-

nounced as Norman’s challenger for the 

keeper jersey after the North Shielder 

agreed to a one-year deal. Farman was a 

key part of the Imps side that won pro-

motion from the Conference and made 

the FA Cup quarter-finals as a non-

league team. Although facing little com-

petition, he was Stevenage’s Player of 

the Season by a country mile whilst 

making the most overall saves across 

the top four tiers. His signing probably 

means the end of Joe Fryer’s chances of 

a deal although he will continue to train 

with the club. 

 

Immediately behind Farman arrives the 

imposing figure of 26-year-old French 

attacker Gime Toure, who signs a one-

year deal with an option. Toure can 

play in attacking midfield or up front 

and scored 13 goals in 39 appearances 

for Hartlepool last season. He was also 

linked with United back in January along 

with a number of League One, Two and 

SPL clubs. Beech’s scouting included 

speaking to ex-players Gary Liddle and 

Jason Kennedy, who knew him at Har-

tlepool and believed Gime would excel 

at a higher level with his pace and pow-

er. His previous campaign was at Na-

tional League Sutton, playing 41 games 

and hitting the net seven times. 

 

The draws for the EFL Trophy and Cara-

bao Cup are completed with Aston Vil-

la’s U21s, Fleetwood and Sunderland 

forming a tough group in the former 

Auto Windscreens jamboree while it’s 

another trip to Boundary Park, Oldham 

in the fizzy cup a week before the 

league campaign gets started.  

 

Greg Abbott returns to his role of assis-

tant manager at Notts County, working 

under Neal Ardley following Neil Cox’s 

departure to take the gaffer’s job at 

Scunthorpe United. 
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Aug 20th (Thu) 

The day’s EFL meeting shares details of 

the streaming deal with Sky to allow 

fixtures including 3pm Saturday kick-offs 

to be streamed to fans via the iFollow 

platform until such time at least 50% of 

normal capacity is allowed back in, 

which will then be reviewed. The follow-

ing Wednesday, it’s confirmed that a 

viewing pass to any single non-Sky EFL 

or Carabao Cup match will be £10. 

 

Aug 21st (Fri) 

There’s nothing quite like unwrapping a 

large shiny box of new fixtures. The 

Football League Santa lines up Barrow 

at home at the start of October, which 

could be the first game to be played in 

front of fans. A Cambridge away day 

open’s our league campaign game on 12 

September followed a week later with a 

home game against Southend. The fel-

low relegated Trotters will provide inter-

esting home opposition on Boxing Day, 

as does our first trip to new boys Harro-

gate Town three days later. Easter Good 

Friday could be an interesting weekend-

er at Southend with the return Barrow 

fixture on 10 April. Walsall provide the 

travelling opposition at the sell-out pro-

motion party aka, last game of the sea-

son on 8 May. 

 

Season ticket renewals concludes on a 

respectable total of 1,414 with the lines 

open for new ticket applications from 

Monday. The early buy period finished 

on 1,715 in 19/20 and 1,603 in 18/19. 

 

Liam McCarron continues his progres-

sion after winning his first Scotland 

under-21 call-up, which is the sweaty’s 

European Championship qualifier in 

Lithuania on 8 September. 

 

Aug 22nd (Sat) 

WIGAN ATH XI (0) 1 CUFC XI (1) 2 - 

FRIENDLY 

Without getting too carried away, the 

team showed their qualities all over the 

pitch in defeating a reasonably strong 

League One side featuring the likes of 

former favourite Joe Garner. An enter-

taining, competitive tie was won 

through goals from debutant Toure (40) 

and Alessandra (58), who showed again 

that he’s not around to make up the 

numbers with a stunning finish. Trialist 

Furman pulled the strings effectively in 

midfield and the not-to-be-confused 

Farman put on a solid show in his first 

appearance, both getting 90 minutes 

under their belt. There one injury con-

cern from the game was the early with-

drawal of Patrick after some tightness in 

his leg. 

 

United: Farman, Tanner (Riley 63), Hay-

den, McDonald, Anderton (Mellish 63), 

Guy, Furman, Patrick (Toure 16 (Birch 
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76)), Alessandra (Charters 63), Dicken-

son (Devine 63), Kayode (Reilly 63). 

 

Aug 25th (Tue) 

SUNDERLAND XI (0) 3 CUFC XI (0) 1 - 

FRIENDLY 

A score that flattered the perennially 

underachieving hosts, 0-1 behind with 

half-an-hour left but able to throw on a 

second batch of first-team quality play-

ers to help them turn the game around, 

one of those being two-goal old boy 

Charlie Wyke. Farman’s trademark 

‘starfish’ heroics saved the Blues from 

going behind with a stunning save be-

fore Reilly and Alessandra started to link 

up well and create problems. Toure also 

acquitted himself well and was part of 

the build up to the goal, feeding Mellish 

to in turn, split the defence with a pass 

to Alessandra. A shot that you would 

normally expect to see saved 19 times 

out of 20 squirmed its way through their 

keeper and comically over the line. The 

home team unfortunately had the last 

laugh as the fresh legs took their toll.  

Another body was sent to the treatment 

table, Dickenson having an issue with 

his hamstring following a heavy chal-

lenge, which looks serious enough to 

keep him out of the early games based 

on the initial prognosis. It was con-

firmed after the game that our interest 

in trialist Junior Mondal had ended. 

 

United: Farman, Riley (Tanner 46), Hay-

den, Hunt, Anderton (c), Mellish, 

Devine, Guy (Kayode 46), Alessandra, 

Dickenson (Toure 25), Reilly (Birch 80). 

 

Aug 27th (Thu) 

LIVERPOOL U-23 XI (3) 4 CUFC XI (0) 1 - 

FRIENDLY 

Despite a strong performance from Joe 

Riley and one or two others, the Blues 

were handed both a drubbing and a 

lesson in pressing and clinical finishing 

from Pool’s youngsters. Kayode man-

aged a consolation just past the hour 

with a well-placed header, a good re-

ward for his efforts. The rest were prob-

ably just relieved to find their cars in 

one piece after the game. 

 

United: Farman (Dewhurst 46), Riley, 

Hunt (Barnes 85), McDonald, Anderton 

(c) (Leslie 55), Guy, Devine (Lightfoot 

60), Birch (Armstrong 76), Toure, Reilly 

(Bell 60), Kayode.  

 

Norman’s injury leads a couple of new 

AA batteries having to be bought to 

power up the Keeper Bat signal, which is 

responded to once more by the return-

ing Marcus Dewhurst from Sheffield 

United.  

 

Aug 28th (Fri) 

The anticipated (see 14/8) signing of 

South African international midfielder 
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Dean Furman for the current season is 

confirmed by the club.  

 

Despite a pedigree that includes several 

calamitous performances for both Unit-

ed and Tranmere, 22 year-old Shamal 

George can clearly still trade on his Liv-

erpool FC back story as he wins a two-

year contract at Colchester Utd.  

 

Aug 29th (Sat) 

MIDDLESBROUGH YOUTH XI 2 CUFC 

YOUTH XI 3 – YOUTH FRIENDLY 

A Charlie Watt free kick and a tidy Sam 

Fishburn finish gave the young guns an 

early lead before Adam Walton’s deci-

sive goal gave the Blues a boost going 

into the new season, which was sand-

wiched between two inconsequential 

Smoggie penalties.  

 

First-year pros Charlie Barnes and Liam 

Lightfoot are sent off to Northern 

Premier League Division One North 

West finishing school on a half-season 

loan deal. The young midfielders will be 

available to turn out for Kendal Town 

while still training daily with the Blues 

and remaining available for reserve 

games and friendlies should they be 

needed.  

 

There’s sad news from Ireland late 

in the evening with former owner 

John Courtenay losing his battle 

with dementia, aged 70. 

 

 

Aug 31st (Mon) 

The familiar face of Ryan Loft will be 

leading the line for Scunny this season 

after winning a two-year deal. Although 

on the outermost fringes of the first 

team at the moment, there remains a 

remote possibility of United facing both 

the giant forward and Olomola in their 

third league game of the new season. 

 

Sep 1st (Tue) 

CUFC (1) 1 FLEETWOOD TOWN (1) 3 – 

FL TROPHY GROUP STAGE 

Not the result we wanted but with a few 

knocks, niggles and even a suspension 

to contend with, not one that was whol-

ly unexpected against higher league 
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opposition. Riley’s corner was scram-

bled into the onion bag by Toure on his 

debut with Hayden and Reilly getting 

touches in the scramble. Anderton’s 

uncertain time at left-back was exploit-

ed for an equaliser just before half time 

and although Toure continued to be a 

lively thorn in the side of the Cod Army - 

in more ways than one with a soft (and 

overturned) late dismissal – the visitors 

scored twice in twelve second-half 

minutes to expose United’s back-line 

frailties.  

 

CUFC Player Ratings*: Farman 5.00, Tan-

ner 5.90, Hayden 6.90, McDonald 6.20, 

Anderton 5.20, Riley 6.30, Mellish 4.80, 

Devine 4.60, Alessandra 5.50, Reilly 

5.60, Toure 6.70. Sub: Furman 6.88 

 

Everyone else may have retired from 

our Conference season nearly a decade 

ago, however one man who just keeps 

going is 56 year-old former striker Glenn 

Murray, who goes on a season-long 

loan from Brighton & Hove Albion to 

Watford.   Another old boy, Adam Clay-

ton, is signed by Birmingham City on a 

two-year deal after leaving Middles-

brough during the summer.  Following 

his injury-hit trial with United, Junior 

Mondal at least puts pen to paper in the 

region after securing a one-year deal 

with Jim Bentley at National League 

North side AFC Fylde. 

Sep 3rd (Thu) 

Long-time academy product Lewis Bell 

is rewarded with his first professional 

deal. The 17 year-old winger is given 

two years with a further one-year op-

tion.  

 

Sep 5th (Sat) 

OLDHAM ATH (2) 3 CUFC (0) 0 – CARA-

BAO CUP 1ST ROUND 

United rolled over and let Oldham, be-

ing led for the first time by Antipodean 

Harry Kewell, jump all over them. The 

defence in particular played like com-

plete strangers, which to be fair, wasn’t 

too far off the truth. A few kickabouts 

on Sheepmount isn’t going to bring a 

team together. Mellish’s headless chick-

en impression in the middle of the park 

didn’t help matters and only Toure’s 

persistence and willing running lit up a 

dark day for the Blues.  

 

CUFC Player Ratings*: Farman 3.00, Tan-

ner 6.25, Anderton 2.50, Hayden 7.00, 

McDonald 3.50, Mellish 3.00, Guy 5.00, 

Furman 6.00, Riley 6.00, Toure 7.50, 

Alessandra 2.50 

 

Abs and flabs conditioning coach David 

Waldie quits Brunton Park for personal 

reasons, taking a gym bunny role at 

Mansfield Town. 

 

WeBuyAnyPlayer.com’s prolific squad 
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building continues unabated with a peg 

and locker for ex-forward Shaun Miller 

at the University of Bolton stadium 

following his release from Crewe. 

 

Sep 7th (Mon) 

Sunderland take a some would say des-

perate punt on a creaking Danny Gra-

ham, now more wooden than pre-spell 

Pinocchio and knocking on for 35 tree 

rings.  

Speaking of creaking, Byron Webster 

heads back to the comfort of South Lon-

don as he signs for National League 

Bromley.  

 

Sep 8th (Tue) 

BLACKBURN U23s (2) 4 CUFC XI (0) 0 - 

FRIENDLY 

A fine hat-trick from Rovers striker Sam 

Burns saw off a mix of fringe first-

teamers and youth, who were never in 

it against Billy Barr’s charges.  

 

Sep 10th (Thu) 

Following his departure after the Fleet-

wood friendly, keeper Joe Fryer earns a 

short-term deal at League One Swindon 

Town.  

 

Former manager John Sheridan quits 

Waterford after a handful of games to 

take up the reigns at Wigan…..until such 

time more cash from elsewhere is 

waved in his direction. 

 

Sep 11th (Fri) 

With Dickenson confirmed as probably 

out until December, Preston teenage 

winger Ethan Walker becomes signing 

number 14 as he joins on a season long 

loan. The highly-rated 18 year-old made 

his debut back in December 2018 

against the Villa when just 16 years and 

156 days ‘young’. Walker had a short 

loan spell at Altrincham last season.  

 

Social media car crash Harry McKirdy 

finally earns a one-year deal with Port 

Vale following a trial. Funded by a trade

-in grant from the government under 

the award-winning ‘CUFC scrappage 

scheme’, Harry joins Luke Joyce, David 

Amoo, Mark Cullen and Shaun Brisley.  

 

Sep 12th (Sat) 

PRESTON YOUTH (0) 1 CUFC YOUTH (0) 

0 

Only separated by a goal with 12 

minutes left, United gave an excellent 

account of themselves against one of 

the league’s pre-season favourites, 

hitting the bar and going close on count-

less occasions.  

 

CAMBRIDGE UTD (2) 3 CUFC (0) 0 

The lessons of Oldham were barely 

learnt with the home side finding it too 

easy to open up a comfortable lead and 

then play a canny game of keeping the 
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Blues at arms’ length before the killer 

third. Defenders were too often chasing 

the same ball while Kayode and Patrick 

were too ring rusty up top to be too 

much of a threat.  

 

CUFC Player Ratings*: Farman 5.00, Tan-

ner 3.00, Anderton 3.00, Hayden 5.67, 

McDonald 3.17, Mellish 3.33, Guy 5.33, 

Kayode 5.33, Patrick 5.67, Toure 7.17, 

Alessandra 4.00. Subs: Riley 5.67, Walk-

er 6.00, Armer 5.00 

 

United’s teenage loan triumvirate at 

Kendal is completed by Charlie Birch 

joining Lightfoot and Barnes. 

 

Sep 15th (Tue) 

Great to see 28 year-old Mark Gillespie 

finally make his debut for the barcodes, 

12 years after being released from his 

home town club and as part of a man-of

-the-match performance against Black-

burn in the EFL Cup. 

 

Sep 18th (Fri) 

Former fans favourite Jack Sowerby, a 

major component within the team as-

sembled by Sheridan in 2018/9, joins 

Curle’s Northampton on a two-year deal 

for an undisclosed fee. 

 

Sep 19th (Sat) 

CUFC YOUTH 0 FLEETWOOD YOUTH 1 

The Cod Army snatched the win in a 

scrappy game with their only shot on 

target. 

 

CUFC (2) 2 SOUTHEND UTD (0) 0 

A potentially watershed 90 minutes that 

finally got the Blues’ season going both 

on and off the park with a very wel-

come, socially distant 1,000 fans attend-

ing the game as part of one of seven EFL 

test events. The first quarter of the 

game was as nervy as you would expect 

after three poor losses on the bounce 

however we totally controlled the game 

from there, Furman and Guy running 

the middle of the park, Toure tor-

menting the full backs all afternoon and 

Kayode and Patrick all the sharper after 

a week’s training. Hayden was kept out 

twice by excellent saves and Kayode 

invoked the spirit of Rory Delap by deliv-

ering several dangerous throw-ins 

straight into the mixer. 

 

CUFC Player Ratings*: Farman 5.50, Tan-

ner 5.36, Anderton 4.50, Hayden 7.00, 

McDonald 5.14, Furman 7.57, Guy 6.93, 

Mellish 4.50, Toure 7.86, Patrick 6.57, 

Kayode 7.07. Subs: Alessandra 5.00, 

Walker 5.67 

 

Second-year youth keeper Isaac Robin-

son joins Workington Jam-eaters on a 

work experience loan  
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Sep 22nd (Tue) 

Three days after a highly successful test 

event comes the crushing blow that 

fans will not be back in grounds in the 

near future, quite possibly until late 

March, following a worrying rise in 

Covid-19 cases.  

The fact that you’ll still be able to sit 

indoors and munch popcorn in the com-

pany of strangers whilst enjoying the 

latest blockbuster or share a meal or a 

pint with up to five others didn’t appear 

to come into it.  

 

Sep 25th (Fri) 

Former player-turned-physio Peter 

Hampton sadly passes away whilst on a 

family holiday in Cyprus. Hampton 

worked most recently at the Cumber-

land Infirmary until his recent retire-

ment. 

 

Alex ‘The Project’ McQueen takes up a 

deal with National League Barnet after 

making 58 appearances and scoring six 

times in two years with Dagenham and 

Redbridge. 

 

Sep 26th (Sat) 

CUFC YOUTH (1) 2 BLACKPOOL YOUTH 

(0) 1 

With both sides winless going into the 

game, Ellis and Leslie were on the mark 

as the Blues snatched a barely deserved 

three points in what must now surely be 

called the Devitt derby. 

 

SCUNTHORPE UTD (1) 1 CUFC (0) 0  

Sometimes you’re just glad to have 

games where fans couldn’t attend and 

this was one of them. Despite the shock 

of not conceding twice away from home 

in the first 20 minutes, it didn’t take 

long for the usual gift, this time dished 

up by a blind pass from the luckless 

Mellish. Home stopper Watson unfortu-

nately had a game to remember as 

Walker, Mellish and Alessandra were all 

left frustrated. Loft was his usual awk-

ward, bumbling self, like a September 

Crane fly appearing from an open win-

dow.  

 

CUFC Player Ratings*: Farman 6.00, Tan-

ner 6.00, Anderton 6.50, Hayden 6.50, 

McDonald 5.50 Furman 7.00, Guy 5.00, 

Mellish 3.00, Alessandra 4.00, Walker 

5.50, Kayode 6.50. Subs: Reilly 6.00, 

Devine 6.00 

 

Bolton Wanderers continue to sign play-

ers for fun with another ex-Blue in the 

ranks, this time rescuing Arthur Gna-

houa from Macclesfield on a one-year 

deal. 

 

Sep 30th (Wed) 

Hull City sign Sheffield United ex-Blue 

midfielder Regan Slater on a season-

long loan deal. 
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Oct 1st (Thu) 

Former academy keeper Dean Hender-

son could earn the club windfall if he 

finally wins his first England cap after 

being called up into the squad for next 

week’s internationals including a friend-

ly against Wales.  

Also receiving a call-up to England is 

current loan keeper Marcus Dewhurst, 

who earns a spot in Lee Carsley’s Under-

20 squad having already represented 

the Three Lions at Under-19 level.  

17 year-old Liam ‘Son of Rory’ Delap is 

also named in the Under-18 squad fol-

lowing his recent first-team debut with 

KDB, Sterling and Company (not that 

one) at City Oilers. Still, we beat them 3-

1 on one of our last visits to their place 

so they’re clearly not up to much.  

 

Oct 2nd (Fri) 

The arrival air raid klaxon finally gets 

another winding with 20 year-old Mid-

dlesbrough midfielder Connor Malley 

joining on a half-season loan. Described 

as a creative attacking player not unlike 

the D-word, he had a brief loan spell 

with Ayr United last term, scoring once 

in five appearances before the Covid-19 

shutdown and has been a regular part of 

their Under-23 side. According to their 

forum, a lot of the Smoggie fans thought 

he had the talent to break into their first 

team this season.  Kayode is named in 

the Republic of Ireland's Under-21 

squad for their UEFA European Champi-

onship qualifier against Italy on Tues-

day, October 13. Eire’s gain is our loss as 
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he’ll miss two games including the visit 

to Port Vale. 

 

Oct 3rd (Sat) 

CUFC YOUTH (0) 1 ACCRINGTON YOUTH 

(0) 0 

Swailes grabbed the late winner in a 

game that the youngsters dominated. 

 

CUFC (1) 1 BARROW (0) 0  

The heralded first Cumbrian derby in 

the League since 1964 was settled by 

another piece of delightful work on the 

wing by Toure the Tormentor and fin-

ished with some aplomb in front of the 

Waterworks by the nut of Mellish. Bar-

row were poor throughout and largely 

kept in the game by the referee inter-

preting Hayden’s efforts on 56 minutes 

to protect his wedding tackle from a 

tumbling James Jones when the Barrow 

man fell towards him as violent conduct. 

Kayode missed a couple of great oppor-

tunities that he’d normally expect to 

have taken at least one of and on the 

rare occasions Barrow threatened, Far-

man was up to the challenge in his best 

game to date. 

 

CUFC Player Ratings*: Farman 7.67, Tan-

ner 7.00, Anderton 7.00, Hayden 6.67, 

McDonald 7.00, Guy 6.67, Mellish 7.33, 

Alessandra 4.50, Toure 8.00, Walker 

5.67, Kayode 6.00. 
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Hayden appeals in vain—but the sending off was cancelled on appeal 
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Mellish is tied down until at least the 

summer of 2022 with the option of a 

further year, recognising there’s a useful 

footballer in there somewhere. 

 

Oct 6th (Tue) 

SUNDERLAND (3) 5 CUFC (1) 3 - EFL 

TROPHY GROUP STAGE 

United’s make-shift team were going so 

well for 25 minutes, up through Alessan-

dra’s penalty even though it’s creator, 

young (Sky) Walker had to go off early 

after his arm popped out of his socket - 

try drawing that cartoon Jugsy. Hunt 

then had a header cleared off the line 

and the Mackems were rocking. 

Most of Sunderland’s goals were avoida-

ble, a deflection of the wall for the first, 

debutant Norman will be disappointed 

after letting the 2nd past him and Tan-

ner was brushed off far too easily for 

the 3rd. Devine and Charters unfortu-

nately found the step up in class beyond 

them even though defender Jack Armer 

acquitted himself well and Riley proved 

he knew how to deliver a telling set 

piece. 

Charlie Wyke, Wyke, Wyke making it 4-

1 set Mellish off on some kind of one-

man crusade, smashing in Riley’s cross 

from 20 yards and then getting on the 

end of some fine work from the impres-

sively hard-working Alessandra.  

 

CUFC Player Ratings*: Norman 5, Tanner 

4, Hayden 6, Hunt  5, Armer 6, Riley 4, 

Malley 5.5, Devine 4, Charters 5, Ales-

sandra 8, Walker 6. Subs: Mellish 7, Bell 

6, Guy 6. 

 

Common sense prevails as Hayden’s 

red card appeal is upheld and he’ll be 

free to play United Rejects on Saturday. 

 

Oct 7th (Wed) 

Scottish Championship side Alloa Ath-

letic sign former Blue Stefan Scougall. 

 

Oct 9th (Fri) 

Edinburgh Woollen Mill Group, United’s 

main backers through the £2m overdraft 

facility, are announced as being on the 

brink of collapse after it filed a notice to 

appoint administrators, affecting around 

24,000 workers.  

 

Oct 10th (Sat) 

MORECAMBE YOUTH (1) 2 CUFC YOUTH 

(0) 1 – YOUTH ALLIANCE CUP 

A poor performance with the only goal 

from Garvey. 

 

PORT VALE (0) 0 CUFC (0) 1 

Three wins in the last four and one goal 

conceded in 360 minutes of league 

football, the march into the play-off 

positions continues. If we can beat one 

of the promotion favourites on their 

own turf while missing our first-choice 

front pair plus Walker, it augurs well for 
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the remainder of the season if we can 

keep the physio a little quieter. Vale 

started brightly with Rodney acting the 

plonker by heading wide from 6 yards. 

United gradually grew into the game 

with Reilly relishing a rare start by 

looking a lively threat up front. A pure 

striker’s challenge by Alessandra hand-

ed Pope the chance to take the lead just 

after the break but Farman read it well 

to his right even though took some su-

perb defensive work by Mellish and 

Hayden to first tackle and then com-

plete the clearance before the rebound 

could be netted.  

Spurred on, it was nearly all United 

from there onwards, Reilly’s parried 

shot falling kindly to that man again as 

Mellish made it four for the season 

from close range just afterwards. Toure 

should have put the icing on the cake 

near the end but he couldn’t quite find 

the composure or the finish when pre-

sented with a one-on-one with their 

keeper.  

 

CUFC Player Ratings*: Farman 7.88, 

Tanner 6.50, Hayden 8.00, McDonald 

6.3 8, Anderton 6.75, Riley 6.50, Guy 

7.00, Mellish 8.38, Alessandra 7.25, Reil-

ly 6.88, Toure 7.13. 

 

Oct 11th (Sun) 

Project ‘Big Picture’ is all the talk with 

EFL’s Rick Parry and Liverpool and Man-

chester United’s overseas’ billionaires 

concocting a plan that essentially finan-

cially bails out everyone outside the 

promised land of the Premier League 

(PL) in return for an increasing closed 

shop dominated by the big six plus the 

three outside clubs that have been in 

the top flight longest, Everton, South-

ampton and West Ham instead of the 

existing one club, one vote system.  

 

Under the scheme, the Premier League 

will share a net 25% of its future TV 

deals with the English Football League 

with £250m immediately given to the 

72 EFL clubs. The FA and grassroots 

good causes including the lasses game 

gain 8.5% of annual net PL TV money. 

Parachute payments, the League Cup 

and the Community Shield would be 

scrapped with the PL reduced to 18 

clubs. In a move that will disappoint the 

1973/4 purists, there would be a return 

to just two automatic promotion places 

for Championship clubs. The third, 

fourth and fifth placed clubs would then 

be in a play-off tournament with the 

16th placed Premier League club. 

 

* Player Ratings calculated from the 

average of all marks given on TheCum-

brians.net forum 

https://www.theguardian.com/football/football-league
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Living through a global pandemic has-
n't been a barrel of laughs although it 
did give a great excuse not to visit 
those you would rather not, without 
having to make excuses. 

 It also meant being starved of going 
to live football matches for the longest 
stretch of time in probably 60 years. It 
was almost back to the original sum-
mer break before TV bought the soul 
of professional football. 

My own view is that without crowds 
being permitted at close to break even 
levels it made no economic sense to 
proceed with football outside the 
Premier League who are insulated by 
their TV riches. Sensibly League 2 clubs 
agreed and ended the 2019/20 season 
early. Eventually League 1 decided to 
do the same despite the usual suspects 
putting self interest ahead of collective 
good. The Championship carried on of 
course as it was the only route to the 
promised land although at what cost to 
the bulk of the clubs will only become 
clear over the next few months. 

What happens next? Well logically you 
cut costs to the bone which most did 
and use taxpayers money to pay those 
left employed on the furlough scheme. 
Lets not mention those Greedy League 
clubs that also stuck their snouts in the 
trough.  

Ideally you effectively go into hiberna-
tion until such time as crowds will be 
allowed into grounds at levels that will 
generate enough money to keep the 
clubs alive. Instead with barely a break 
between seasons for some teams a 
fixture list is produced and suddenly 
squads have to be assembled and sta-
diums readied for covid-19 restrictions 
but with no news of when any fans 
will be allowed into grounds to pay for 
any of this. 

An incompetent government led by an 
even more incompetent liar makes 
vague statements about allowing lim-
ited numbers into grounds at some 
vague date in the future. Appeals that 
outside the Championship clubs rely on 
gate money to survive are met with the 
usual blasé comments that the Premier 
League will front up the £250 million 
the EFL reckon their clubs will need. 

To their eternal credit our own club 
have been transparent about the costs 
of running the club in a pandemic and 
the size of losses incurred playing be-
hind closed doors. Furthermore they 
refused to sell season tickets until they 
had some certainty of when crowds 
would be allowed back into Brunton 
Park.  

Eventually the government make a 
decision that crowds may be allowed in 

Grumpy Old Blue:   

He’s back and he’s very grumpy 
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from start of October and the club 
begin process of selling season tickets. 
Furthermore our home game versus 
Sarfend was a test game with 1000 
fans permitted. Progress. Full steam 
ahead. 

Then we get U-turn 112 of the pan-
demic as government pauses test 
games which means our game at Cam-
bridge is back behind closed doors. We 
wait for the covidiots allegedly in 
charge to reach a decision. With little 
time to sell tickets they give green light 
to Sarfend. The ticket office were su-
perb as ever and I was finally going to a 
game at the Mecca of football. Thats 
the bingo Mecca!! For once our de-
crepit stadium was an advantage as its 
size meant we could probably get our 
average home gate easily into its acres 
fully socially distanced. 

Meeting Croxy for a swift pre match 
pint in the Milbourne Arms, well some 
rituals remain. We made sure we were 
in the ground a full half hour before 
kick off, both with our new CUFC 
snoods as face coverings til we took our 
seats. Proof if you needed it that even 
Croxy cannot drink like he used to.  

It was a lovely autumn day playing a 
team that gave awful a new definition 
and with crisper finishing, a recurring 
theme this season, we could and 
should have won 5-0. But hey a wins a 
win and we could look forward to the 
Barrow game, couldn't we? 

There were 300 of us in the East Stand 
which gave social distancing a new 
meaning. Did we feel safe? Totally. 

Consensus seemed to be we had com-
plied with all the safety guidance and 
no problems were highlighted. Person-
ally my only concerns would be: 

1. Social distancing was impossible 
leaving the ground once you hit War-
wick Rd as fans were intercrossing on 
narrow pavements between East St & 
Club shop. 

2. It was an early kick off so pre match 
alcohol was minimal. Would more ine-
briated fans arrive so early for a 3 
o'clock kick off and will it all work as 
smoothly 

But these are only fairly minor issues 
that can be resolved over time. 

Then U-turn 1245 arrived on cue as we 
are told that crowds can no longer 
attend sports grounds and may not be 
able to until March at earliest. WTF 
must have resounded around the 
country. As ever there was no logical 
explanation from whichever idiot min-
ister was being quizzed. Some mum-
bled Cheltenham as if that was a good 
reason. Oh yes 50,000 packed into a 
race course! When what was at issue 
was allowing clubs 25% of capacity at 
best. We have a government of such 
incompetence that the clowns spend 
all their time trying to outdo each other 
in levels of ineptitude.  

So where are we now? The club, again, 
have been superb and refunded sea-
son ticket-holders or given me a free 
pass to watch ifollow home games 
until such time as our government 
deign to make a decision to do what 
27 other European countries have 
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agreed and allow crowds back into 
games. 

Meanwhile I can go down to the bar in 
BP and watch the game being played 
there on ifollow provided I close the 
curtains so I don't accidentally see the 
pitch!!!!!! Or I can sit on a plane with 
300 others for 3 hours, go down pub 
with 5 others until 10, or go to pictures 
and sit in a darkened room for 2 hours 
with a load of strangers. All of which 
are indoors which they tell us is where 
virus is most dangerous.  

But who pays now that we cannot? 
Like a broken record the government 
insist the Greedy League will, although 
they do find a few taxpayer quids to 
rescue the National League. The 
Greedy League kick the can down the 
road as they have billions to find dur-
ing the transfer window.  

But why should they? Not all the 
Greedy clubs are seemingly that rich. 
Arsenal did find £45 million, stuffed 
down a sofa, for a player but have to 
make their mascot redundant to help 
pay for him.  

Why is football the only industry in 
the UK where the largest organisation 
must financially support their smaller 
rivals? Are Costa bailing out independ-
ent coffee shops? Of course not it 
would be a stupid idea. But the pyra-
mid is a football family I hear you 
scream. Try telling that to Barrow fans 
who were ejected from the league the 
very first time they sought re-election 
as other clubs hated travelling there. 
Clubs will fall on the weaker clubs like 

hyenas and steal players for a song 
when cash runs out. Twas ever thus. If 
its a family its a bleeding disjointed one 
most of us would avoid like the plague. 

Even if the Greedy League stumped up 
the dosh it wouldn't be a free gift and 
the chains attached would only favour 
one side of the deal. The mainly for-
eign owned clubs have one goal. Not 
being relegated. I am sure the US own-
ers will favour a franchise system simi-
lar to US sports. Careful what you wish 
for. 

The government has stopped 72 busi-
nesses generating much of their in-
come, for no logical reason and, un-
less these businesses can find alterna-
tive income it is the government that 
should stump up. Using the Greedy 
League as a convenient scapegoat is 
disingenuous to say the least.  

Lazy journalists get a cheap headline 
and Boris Johnson was notoriously a 
very lazy journalist................... 

Howard Atkinson 

Written on 06/10/2020 
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PREDICTION COMPETITON—THE WINNERS 

Remember season 2019/20?  Despite not predicting that it would end in the way 

it did, Richard Coughlan took the honours (and the  cash prize) as the winner. His 

victory came by a single point, holding off the challenge of five joint runners-up.   

1 RICHARD COUGHLAN 35 

2= Simon Clarkson A 34 

2= Mike Carruthers A 34 

2= David Rowlandson 34 

2= Derick Armstrong B 34 

2= Ken Hullock A 34 

3= Dave Brown A 33 

 Jane Jardine 33 

 Alan Millington 33 

4 Patricia McGeorge 32 

5= Colin Hopkins A 31 

 Martin Thomas A 31 

6= Roger Albon 30 

 Dave Croxford 30 

 Ian Jardine A 30 

 Mark Scott 30 

7= Scott Thompson 29 

 Peter Edwards B 29 

 Dan Coughlan 29 

 Iain Davidson A 29 

8= Mark Temple 28 

 Rick Wilkes B 28 

9= Neil Nixon B 27 

 Martin Thomas B 27 

 Alex McGeorge 27 

10= Ian Jardine B 26 

 Simon Clarkson B 26 

11= Chris Holmes B 25 

 Martin Coughlan 25 

12= Ian Pearson 24 

 Mike Temple 24 

 Colin Hopkins B 24 

13= Ken Hullock B 23 

 Neil Nixon A 23 

  Bryan Hemingway 23 

  Martyn Lundie 23 

  Terry McCarthy 23 

14= Rick Wilkes A 22 

  Dave Mayo 22 

  Mick Driver A 22 

  Mick Driver B 22 

  Adam Bracegirdle 22 

15= Derick Armstrong A 21 

  Kev McGeorge 21 

  Shaun Craig 21 

  Peter Edwards A 21 

  Padman Vamadevan 21 

16= Jon McLoughlin 19 

  Iain Davidson B 19 

17= Chris Holmes A 17 

  Mari Mayo 17 

18= Kim Carruthers A 16 

  Matthew Whitfield 16 

19= Matthew Juma 15 

  Kim Carruthers B 15 

20= David Bracegirdle 14 

21= Carol Bracegirdle B 13 

22= Steve Batey LUCKY DIP 12 

  Carol Bracegirdle A 12 

  David Whitfield 12 

23= Wilf James LUCKY DIP 10 

  Paul Irving LUCKY DIP B 10 

24= John Robinson LUCKY DIP 9 

  Steve Batey 9 

25= Alan Millington LUCKY DIP 7 

26= Paul Irving LUCKY DIP A 4 

  Dave Brown B 4 

27 Mike Carruthers B 3 
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Dave Brown Chair chairman@cusclb.com 

 

Simon Clarkson Vice Chair  

Ken Hullock Information Officer information@cusclb.com 

Mike Carruthers Matchday Organiser travel@cusclb.com 

Paul Irving Social Secretary social@cusclb.com 

Andrew Dobinson Treasurer treasurer@cusclb.com 

Terry McCarthy CUSG Representative cusg@cusclb.com 

Peter Smithson Membership Secretary membership@cusclb.com 

Chris Tembey Football Team Captain football@cusclb.com 

Jason Casey Mascots Co-ordinator mascots@cusclb.com 

John Bowman Hit The Bar Editor editor@cusclb.com 

   

Branch Meetings 

Our Branch meetings in central London 

will resume when travel and social distanc-

ing measures permit.  Virtual Hit the Bar! 

will carry news of any meetings or events 

we are able to hold. 

mailto:chairman@cusclb.com
mailto:information@cusclb.com
mailto:travel@cusclb.com
mailto:social@cusclb.com
mailto:treasurer@cusclb.com
mailto:cusg@cusclb.com
mailto:membership@cusclb.com
mailto:football@cusclb.com
mailto:mascots@cusclb.com
mailto:editor@cusclb.com
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The copy deadline for HTB! 314 will be notified in Virtual HtB over 

the coming weeks.  Send any items, photos or articles to edi-

tor@cusclb.com.    

Thank you to all contributors to this edition of Hit the Bar! and to 

Andy and  Amy in the media team at CUFC for the photos of the tun-

nel cover and the Barrow match photos. 

Printed by Blueprint   ©All content copyright of CUSC London Branch 2020 

Disclaimer: Hit the Bar! has no official connection to Carlisle United FC. The views 

expressed herein are those of individual members of the Carlisle United Support-

ers Club London Branch and other contributors. 

SEE YOU IN THE VIRTUAL PUB! 

All are welcomed in the virtual pub on matchdays. 

Look out for details of forthcoming virtual events. 


